Astronomy Club of Asheville

May 2026 Sky Events

During twilight and early nightfall on May 7-10 & 22-31, there are numerous bright ISS flyovers
in our region. The ISS, orbiting at an average altitude of 250 miles and travelling at 17,500 mph
(completing an orbit around the Earth in just 96 minutes), should be easily visible for several
minutes by most observers, as it reflects sunlight toward Earth. Careful observation will show
that some of these ISS flyovers disappear into the Earth’s shadow before reaching the horizon.

For folks with a clear open sky to the horizons,
these ISS passages should be visible for 2 to 4
minutes or longer.

For the approximate flyover timing and a great
location chart of the ISS positions for the
Asheville area during these events, navigate to
the desired date at this link.

To learn more about our planet’s largest
artificial satellite, follow this link.



https://www.astroasheville.org/
https://heavens-above.com/PassSummary.aspx?satid=25544&lat=35.60&lng=-82.55&loc=Asheville%2c+NC&alt=1350&tz=EST
https://www.space.com/16748-international-space-station.html
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