
and still no dice — unless it happens 
in the gap between this writing and 
publication. Differences between the 
two lead-ups might explain the delay. 
Prior to the 1946 eruption, the overall 
amount of light radiated by the accre-
tion disk was considerably greater 
compared to the current cycle. The 
authors suggest this may mean that not 
enough material has been transferred
yet from the disk to spark a thermo-
nuclear runaway. But there’s a bit of 
good news: Over the past year or more, 
the inflow rate of gas through the disk 
has increased above the norm, strongly 
hinting at an imminent outburst.

Others have tried their hands at 
sussing out the star’s next move. Jean 
Schneider’s (Paris Observatory) 2024 
paper “When Will the Next T CrB Erup-
tion Occur?” outlines a method based on
previous eruption dates and the binary 
star’s orbital period. He points out that 
the separation in dates between suc-
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cessive previous outbursts is an integer 
multiple of the system’s 227.6-day orbital 
period, and he tentatively anticipates 
“with a precision of a week or two”
when T CrB will pull the pin. Using his 
formula, its next eruption could happen 
around June 25, 2026.

In Schaefer’s extensive work on the 
star, he forecast the potential 2024 
outburst based on close similarities 
between T CrB’s behavior prior to the 
1946 eruption, both the star’s high state 
(when it greedily siphons gas) and the 
pre-eruption dip months before detona-
tion. But after missing its deadline in 
2024, T CrB surprised observers in 2025 
when it brightened again, switching 
from its normal low state (low-rate 
accretion) to high.

“No one has any inkling why,” says 
Schaefer. “So, the 2026 eruption sched-
ule is not following the 1946 eruption 
schedule. T CrB will do what it knows 
best . . . for reasons that no one knows.”

That’s why observers should remain 
vigilant. This month the variable beck-
ons from high up in the eastern sky as 
soon as it gets dark. It’s located 5½° 
east of 2nd-magnitude Alphecca, the 
crown’s brightest gem — for now. When 
T CrB goes boom, it may give Alphecca a 
run for the money.

“Sooner or later, we’ll see the hellfire 
of the H-bomb of T CrB,” Schaefer notes.

You can monitor any brighten-
ing trend by routinely photographing 
the constellation with a smartphone. 
From my house, a handheld 10-second 
exposure with my iPhone easily shows 
stars to magnitude 6.5. To be alerted 
to the coming eruption, subscribe 
free to The Astronomer’s Telegram at 
astronomerstelegram.org. The Ameri-
can Association of Variable Star Observ-
ers will also alert members immediately 
of the eruption. No need to join; you 
can start a free website account by fol-
lowing the links at aavso.org/faq.

IF YOU LIKE SQUEEZING the juice out 
of life, I’ve got a meteor shower for you. 
The annual Eta Aquariid shower will 
generate some 50 fast-moving meteors 
per hour at its peak for tropical latitude 
observers one or two hours before dawn 
on the morning of May 6th. Due to the 
low altitude of the radiant, observers at 
mid-northern latitudes might ordinar-
ily see 10 to 30 meteors per hour under 
moonless, rural skies. Unfortunately, 
this year the 81% waning gibbous Moon 
in Sagittarius will reduce that to fewer 
than 10. On the positive side, shower 
members often leave bright and persis-
tent ionization trails called trains.

These particles stream from a radi-
ant in northern Aquarius near the star 
Eta (η) Aquarii, which reaches 15° to 
20° altitude at the start of morning 
twilight. Why not observe what you can 
of the shower, then catch Saturn in the 
southeastern sky in mid-twilight and 
finish the morning with a refreshing 
sunrise? Make a night of it, and you’ll 
be less likely to be disappointed if the 
shower bombs.

Eta Aquariids Battle Moonlight

p The Eta Aquariids peak in moonlight on the morning of May 6th, but they’ll be active for about
a week around that date. The swift �ashes originate from dust shed by Halley’s Comet. Observers
have an hour or two of good viewing before the start of dawn twilight.
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