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APRIL 2026 OBSERVING  
Celestial Calendar by Bob King

ADavid-vs.-Goliath story will play 
out three times this month when 

the modest, underdog Moon blocks two 
massive, bright stars and multiple suns 
in the Beehive Cluster from view.

The first to go will be 3rd-magnitude
Pi (π) Scorpii, which the International
Astronomical Union officially named
Fang in 2017. It’s the southernmost of
the bright stellar trio that outlines the
head of Scorpius. Early on April 6th, U.S.
observers from the eastern Midwest to
the Mid-Atlantic coast and southward 
to the Florida Keys will see the waning 
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t An old crescent Moon aglow with earthshine 
passes in front of the Beehive Cluster (M44) in 
Cancer on August 25, 2019. Early on April 24th, 
the waxing first quarter Moon will again occult 
stars in M44 for West Coast observers. 

gibbous Moon occult this blue-tinged 
star. Due to the Moon’s low altitude at 
the time, only those living in the south-
ern part of the viewing zone can watch 
the star disappear behind the bright 
limb (along with observers in Central 
America and northern South America). 
In Savannah, Georgia, Fang blinks out 
at 12:06 a.m. EST and pops back into 
view at 1:05 a.m.

When the star reappears at the dark 
limb, the Moon has risen high enough 
for most viewers to witness its flash-
bulb-like return. A star’s reappearance 

or disappearance at the dark limb is the 
more dramatic half of an occultation 
because of the stark contrast difference. 

This is actually a triple-star system 
whose two primaries eclipse each other 
every 1.6 days. (The third, 11.9-magni-
tude companion is 50″ to their south-
east.) Fang’s eclipsing B-type stars 
appear only 0.0003″ apart — too close 
to be discerned visually. However, care-
fully timed lunar occultations do enable 
observers to split surprisingly close 
binary stars, as first one component 
then the other is covered or uncovered 
by the lunar limb.

To determine the times of Fang’s
disappearance and reappearance for
your location, use a stargazing app like
Stellarium (stellarium.org) or SkySafari
(skysafariastronomy.com) to simulate
the occultation and determine times
for where you live. Or download the
free occultation prediction program
Occult v4 at lunar-occultations.com/
iota/occult4.htm. Click on the Lunar 
Predictions button, select your location,
magnitude limit (“3” in this case), and
event date, then click the Occultations
button to get your customized result.

An Occultation Trifecta
April offers three chances to watch bright stars briefly

disappear behind the Moon.

Luxuriate in 
Lyrids
IF YOU’VE YET to experience the Lyrid 
meteor shower in its humble glory, this 
is a fantastic year to address that deficit. 
The Lyrids are modest as showers go, 
with a maximum of 15 to 20 per hour 
visible from a dark, moonless site with 
the radiant positioned high in the sky. 
The International Meteor Organization 
(IMO) predicts a shower peak around 
20h Universal Time (4 p.m. Eastern 
Daylight Time) on April 22nd. Given the 
midday timing, North American observ-
ers should see maximum the morning 
of April 22nd followed by a second good 
opportunity to catch the show that 

night. The Moon, a waxing crescent, 
will have little effect on meteor rates. 

The shower’s streaming point, its 
radiant, lies in western Hercules about 
8½° southwest of brilliant Vega. (Back 
in 1930, when the International Astro-
nomical Union established the current 
constellation boundaries, this shower’s 
radiant — long associated with Vega in 
Lyra — ended up in Hercules.)

Although this part of the sky culmi-
nates at the start of dawn, you can begin 
your Lyrid watch as early as 10:30 p.m. 
local time. After-midnight observation 
usually produces higher rates because 
when the radiant is high up, fewer mete-
ors are hidden by the horizon. Also at 
that time, Earth’s leading hemisphere is 
turned toward the direction of incoming 

meteors, which increases the particles’ 
impact velocities and subsequently their 
number and brightness. My happy Lyrid 
time slot is 2 a.m. to 4 a.m. 

Dress warmly, and relax comfortably 
in an outdoor reclining chair. When I 
watch this shower, there are often gaps 
of five minutes or more between sight-
ings, so you’ll need a degree of patience 
that at times can feel like an eternity. 
Speaking of which, the parent body of 
the Lyrids, Comet Thatcher (C/1861 G1), 
has an orbital period of about 415 years 
and won’t return until around 2283. 
Knowing that may help put you in the 
proper stoic frame of mind. 

Every year during the last two weeks 
of April, Earth plows through the com-
et’s path and the bits of dust and rock 
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Occultation of Regulus on April 25–26, 2026

City Disappearance (UT) Reappearance (UT)

Winnipeg 0:14.2 0:40.8

Edmonton 0:03.4 0:22.9

Vancouver 23:39.0 0:29.4

Washington, DC 0:41.8 1:23.0

Chicago 0:15.2 1:11.5

Miami 0:33.8 1:59.0

Atlanta 0:18.8 1:35.7

Austin 23:56.6 1:18.8

Kansas City 23:58.9 1:12.5

Denver 23:43.2 0:57.6

Phoenix 23:34.9 0:49.4

Los Angeles 23:29.3 0:39.7

San Francisco 23:25.7 0:35.6
Times on April 25th are shown in bold.

Bees Hide on the Farside
On Friday morning, April 24th, the 
first-quarter Moon slides across part of 
the open cluster M44, better known as 
the Beehive. Most of the country will 
have to settle for seeing the Moon and 
cluster as a close binocular duo in the 
hours before dawn. But from the West 
Coast, observers using modest tele-
scopes will see multiple “bees” disap-
pear behind the dark lunar limb. 

For example, those observing from 
Seattle will see the dark limb extinguish 
a half-dozen 6th- through 8th-magni-

tude stars as it slowly glides across the 
northern half of the cluster from about 
1:50 a.m. to 3:00 a.m. local time. From 
San Francisco, the viewing window 
shrinks to about a half hour, 2:00 to 
2:30 a.m. local time, before occulter and 
occultees are lost in the trees. Consider-
ably farther west in Anchorage, Alaska, 
observers can watch the entire passage 
before moonset.

Grand Finale
Regulus gets its turn playing hide-and-
seek on the evening of April 25th, when 

a thick wedge of the 
unilluminated lunar
limb bears down on the 
star during evening twi-
light for viewers along 
the Eastern Seaboard. 
Observers there will see 
it snatched away in a 
deep-blue sky and re-
emerge at the opposite 
limb in darkness. From 
Miami, Florida, Regulus 

disappears at about 8:34 p.m. local time 
and returns to view at the bright limb 
around 9:59 p.m. 

From the Midwest the disappearance
occurs with the Sun still above the hori-
zon. While you hesitate to set up a scope
for that, occultations of 1st-magnitude
stars like Regulus can still be observed
in daylight provided the Sun is low in
the sky. It helps having the advantage of
knowing exactly where to look for the
target — right next to the Moon!

While it will be a challenge for sure, 
the star’s reappearance at the bright 
lunar limb occurs around sunset and 
shouldn’t pose a problem. For details 
about this event, the International 
Occultation Timing Association has
provided predictions for 660 locations at
https://is.gd/RegulusApril2026. Or use
one of the software options described on
the facing page.

North America: Mars
disappears behind the Moon
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pepper the atmosphere at 49 kilometers 
per second (108,000 mph). As a particle 
compresses and heats the air along its 
flight path, its temperature can reach 
more than 1,650°C (3,000°F), hot 
enough to vaporize into a superheated 
gas, which combines with oxygen to 
form metallic oxides or “meteoric 
smoke.” These minute particles can act 
as condensation nuclei in the formation 
of blue-hued noctilucent clouds that 
appear in summer twilights.

Although unrelated, anoth  er note-
worthy sky event occurs around the 
same time as the shower. On the eve- 
ning of April 23rd, Venus passes just 
¾° north of Uranus low in the north-
western sky at dusk just a few degrees 
south of the Pleiades. 

 The paths of Regulus
behind the lunar disk for
select cities during its oc-
cultation by the Moon on
the night of April 25–26,
2025. The table at left
provides times of the star’s
disappearance and reap-
pearance for 13 cities.




