
The Pleiades or Seven Sisters 
 
 
 

The Pleiades: one of the 
closest open (or galactic) 
star clusters  

 
• 440 light years away 

• 35 light years across 

• 20 million years old   
(very young!) 

• Pleiades star Alcyone is 
1,000 times more 
luminous than our Sun 

 
 

>The numbers, to the 
right of the star names, 
represent their visual 
magnitudes.  The lower 
the number, the 
brighter the star 
appears. Alcyone is the 
brightest Pleiad, and 
Asterope is the faintest. 


