The Moon Passes Between 2 Star Clusters
- a February 2022 Sky Event from the Astronomy Club of Asheville

On the nights of February 8 & 9, watch the waxing gibbous Moon pass between two
bright, open star clusters in the zodiac constellation Taurus. The ecliptic (the path the
Sun, the Moon, and
the planets follow
across the sky) is
located nearby these
open (or galactic)
star clusters, the
Pleiades and the
Hyades. Use
binoculars, to not
only observe the
Moon in more detail,
but also to catch a
more spectacular
view of the many
stars in the two
clusters.
These are two of the closest open star clusters, with the Hyades at 152 light years away
and the Pleiades at 440 lights years. The red giant star Aldebaran is the brightest star
in the constellation Taurus, but it is not a member of the Hyades cluster. Located
much closer to us at a distance of 66 light years, it is a foreground star. The Pleiades is
the younger of the two clusters at an estimated age of 20 million years, while the
Hyades is about 625 million years old.
In mythology the Pleiades (aka “the seven
sisters”) and the Hyades are half-sisters,
with a common father – the Titan Atlas
(the one who supported the Earth on his
shoulders).
The Pleiades, the most prominent and
well-known star cluster in our skies, is
often mistaken for the “little dipper”.
Find out more about the Pleiades below
and on the next page.
Read even more about the Pleiades & Hyades at this link.
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The Pleiades or Seven Sisters
The Pleiades: one of the
closest open (or galactic)
star clusters
• 440 light years away
• 35 light years across
• 20 million years old
(very young!)
• Pleiades star Alcyone is
1,000 times more
luminous than our Sun
>The numbers, to the
right of the star names,
represent their visual
magnitudes. The lower
the number, the
brighter the star
appears. Alcyone is the
brightest Pleiad, and
Asterope is the faintest.

